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This week:

Next week:

2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16

Isaiah:1–6

Romans 16:25–27

Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6

Luke 1:26–38

Matthew 2:1–12

Lord, ev‘ry nation on earth will adore you. (Psalm 72)
Today‗s presider is Msgr. John Sandersfeld.
The Thomas Merton Center community worships and celebrates Sunday liturgy each
week at the regularly scheduled 8:45 am parish Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas Church,
Waverley and Homer Streets, Palo Alto. Members of the Thomas Merton community
participate in planning these liturgies in the spirit of Vatican II and its call to ―full,
active and conscious participation‖ in Catholic liturgical life.
The Thomas Merton Center is supported by your donations. If you choose to donate,
there are return envelopes in the bulletin on the last Sunday of each month for your
convenience (donations by check or cash are welcome). The donation basket is in the
back of church after Mass or available by the coffeepot after Mass—or you can use the
envelope to mail your donation. Please do not put your TMC envelope in the
collection baskets passed during Mass (these are for parish contributions only).
Monday, January 8, 7:00 p.m. TMC Liturgy Committee, Thomas House Library
Thursday, January 11, 7:30 p.m. TMC Board, Thomas House dining room
We are beginning to understand that we live in a climate of all-embracing conformities.
We have become mass-produced automatons. Our lives, our homes, our cities, our
thoughts, or perhaps our lack of thoughts, have all taken on an impersonal mask of resigned and monotonous sameness. We who once made such a cult of originality, experiment, personal commitment and individual creativity, now find ourselves among
the least individual, the least original and least personal of all the people on the face of
the earth…
People ―express themselves‖ in ways that grow more and more frantic in proportion as
they realize that the individuality and the distinctive differences they are attempting to
express no longer exist…
There is nothing so monotonously unoriginal as the capricious eccentricities of atoms
in a mass-society.
--Seasons of Celebration
The Thomas Merton Center for Catholic Spiritual Development, P.O. Box 60061, Palo Alto, California
94306, was founded by a group of Roman Catholic lay persons in 1995, a nd incorporated in 1996, to offer
Catholic liturgy, to augment, support and lead the development of ecumenical spirituality, and to foster new
ways for Catholics and other Christians to develop a deeper spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ and,
through him, with God. From its Catholic roots, it seeks to join with members of other faiths, Christian and
non-Christian, to support religious education and spiritual development.

Merton Conference with Don Bisson at Mercy
Center January 13-14:
A conference titled ―Thomas Merton: A Prophet for
Our Times‖ with Brother Don Bisson, FMS, still has
space for reservations for January 13-14, 2018, at Mercy Center, 2300 Adeline Drive, Burlingame.
The conference will study Thomas Merton‘s writings,
messages, and prophetic vision for our times.
Come and create a spiritual community, to engage our
world in the light of wisdom.
For more information, go to www.donbisson.org. Register on the website at www.mercy-center.org or by
calling 650-340-7474. The program begins Saturday,
January 13 at 9:30 a.m. and concludes Sunday with
lunch. Cost: $195/$120 commuter.

Memorial Mass for François Jamati Feb. 3:
We mourn the passing of François Jamati, who died on
December 16. Edna Jamati and her family have arranged François‘s memorial Mass for Saturday, February 3, at 2:00 pm at St. Thomas Aquinas church. The
celebrant will be Fr. Jack Izzo, S.J. Further notices will
be forthcoming, but save this date and time.

Help our friends in need:
During these cold winter months, we ask you to be
especially generous in your giving to our food collection program. Since most of the people we help are
homeless, we ask for foods that are portable and highly nutritious: hearty soups or chili in flip top cans,
Vienna sausage, boxes of crackers packed in ‗small
stacks‘, fruit cups, granola bars, juice pouches, and
small bottles of water. Put your offerings in the basket behind the last pew as you enter the church.

Heart and Home Collaborative Winter Shelter:
Our parish Human Concerns Committee has committed
to provide a dinner meal on Friday, January 12, at the
Heart and Home Collaborative winter women's night
shelter. This shelter is organized and supported by Stanford University students and currently housed at Unitarian Universalist church.
If you wish to contribute even a small amount toward a
dinner, please write ―Heart and Home meal‖ on an envelope then place it in the parish collection basket or call
650-714-2131.
Thank you for any donation. Everyone is welcome to
come meet the ladies.

Funeral Mass for Susan Thomas, January 12:
Susan Davidson Thomas died suddenly after a fall at her home in Stanford,
CA on Jan 2, 2018, at the age of 80.
A funeral mass with reception to follow will be held Friday, January 12,
2018, at 11:30 am, at St Albert the
Great Church, 1095 Channing, PA.
All are welcome.
Susan was the daughter of Forrest B. Davidson and Lois
(Miles) Davidson. Born in San Francisco and raised in
Los Altos, Susan attended the Convent of the Sacred
Heart. She held a BA in Zoology from UC Berkeley, a
Masters of Biological Sciences from Stanford University, and an MBA from Santa Clara University. For many
years she worked as a risk analyst at Failure Analysis
Associates in Palo Alto. She was married to John H.
Thomas, professor of biological sciences at Stanford
University, from 1966 until his death in 1999. She will
be deeply missed by her sisters Jeanne Kline and Jane
Hills, and her nieces and nephews and their families.
Susan attended St. Thomas Aquinas Church at 7:30 a.m.
Mass and was a long-time member of the Thomas Merton Center. She was a Communion Minister at both Stanford Health Care and St. Thomas Aquinas Church.
The volunteers in the Spiritual Care program at Stanford
Hospital and Clinics were notified of Susan‘s untimely
death: ―We remember Susan as a reliable and dedicated
member of our Catholic Volunteer Ministry. We will
miss her dedication, willingness to contribute, kindness,
smile and her compassion for her work. She joined Spiritual Care in 2000 and gave over 3,000 hours of service.
Susan served seventeen faithful and fulfilling years as a
Clerk on each Thursday morning.‖
In lieu of flowers please make a donation to any charity
that contributes to the protection of our environment or
animal welfare.

-2-

Adopt -a-Family Thank YOU!!
Thanks to our generous community, six families from Seton School received requested gifts, gift certificates; and
food donations to make their Christmas special. We have received notes, pictures, phone calls and hugs upon delivery in gratitude for helping families to celebrate Christmas who may not have been able otherwise. One father has
been diagnosed with leukemia and one mother is now in remission from cancer. Two families share a small living
space. Each family has a story to tell. Thanks to each and every one of you who have shared your generous spirit. Blessings to you! Enjoy the thank you note below from Daniela, one of several received!

2018 ripe for our good actions:
Happy New Year, TMC members and friends. I think
we would all agree that 2017 was a most unusual year
for our somewhat beleaguered country. It is too early
to forecast what 2018 will bring. But there is one
thing we as a Catholic faith community can agree upon, I believe, and that is that even here on the Midpeninsula there are actions we can take, large and
small, to make life easier for those less fortunate than
most of us. I have a friend who lives in the Grass Valley area who is doing wonders in helping the homeless
of that region. Below is a preamble to the 2018 calendar her group is using to spread the word. I find this
piece excellent food for thought, and I am sharing it
with you to serve as inspiration for ideas how we together and individually can make the new year better:
Inside the shell of addiction, mental illness, unpleasantness and anger, sometimes buried very deep, there
is joy, there is creativity, there is humanity.
When we hear the stories of the broken and damaged people, we remember they are not separate from
us. They are someone’s family member, a citizen...a
person. They are Us and we are Them. We are
One. And we all need a place to call home.

If we are ever to find solutions for homelessness in
any community, whether urban or rural, we must
bridge the divide in perspectives, and operate from a
place of inclusiveness and common humanity.
All people want a place to call home, one where
they are safe, warm, cared for, and can live with dignity. We believe people wish to be part of a solution, rather than part of the problem.
No doubt we all are likely to agree with these sentiments. The problem is: What can we do about
it. Making contributions is the easy way, if one can
afford it. But a better way is to reach out, not just to
the homeless, but to organizations that provide services to others who need them. Here are few I have
found that meet real people needs that can be served
by volunteering to help with whatever time you can
offer: Tutoring at Elizabeth Seton School; Volunteering at the Stanford Blood Bank, and/or by becoming a regular blood donor - the need is critical at
all times; Helping out at Abilities United located
here in Palo Alto; Becoming a communion minister
at Stanford Hospital. Even a few hours a month can
be tremendously important to those who need assistance.
--Dick Placone
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An 86-year-old priest's 10 resolutions for the
New Year
[By William J. O'Malley, NCR, Jan. 2, 2018]

When we were in durance vile in seminary, unlike the
prisoners in iconic stories like "The Great Escape," we
didn't spend our off work hours digging tunnels under
the fence to the nearest autobahn or airport.
When the Thomistic proofs proved too overwhelming,
Larry Madden and I wrote an annual musical. One
year, it was "The Teahouse of the August Moon" — in
which I deftly wrote the geisha girl offstage. Another
was Heywood Hale Broun's "The Fifty-First Dragon,"
which took place at a knight school not unlike our own
in which callow youth trained to face dragons named
Luther, Calvin and Barnaby. The core of the story was
when one hapless knightling happens to run into a juvenile dragon and — after near-terminal mutual heart
attacks — they get to know one another and manage to
overlook their manifold and manifest differences.
But then came what was to be our chef d'oeuvre. Let's
hear it for arrogance — a musical version of The Odyssey. I wrote a lyric for Odysseus just as he's trying finally to escape his gilded imprisonment by Calypso. It
proved to be prescient. I'm now at an age to understand
I was right all those years ago.
Shall I run and hide my fistful of stars
Or try to harvest them all?
Shall I sit inside secure by a hearth
When the sky's on fire with their call?
Just to sit and be makes a no one of me
When the gods make the winds blow fair.
And it matters not if I find the spot.
In the going, I'm already there.
That's where my soul's at right now.
After 60 years of taunting young minds in high schools
and colleges to welcome their odysseys with imagination, fine hearts and quick wits, I'm forcibly retired
without the "aged wife" Tennyson gave my forebear.
Now, I age along with other beached seafarers wrapped
in their own myths of what more or less were our lives.
Tennyson's Ulysses exhorted his old mates:
We are not now that strength which in old days
Moved earth and heaven, that which we are, we are;
One equal temper of heroic hearts,
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.
Dylan Thomas exhorted us, along with his father, "Do
not go gentle into that good night," and a great many
readers and I vibrate to Willy Loman: "You can't eat
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the orange, and throw the peel away — a man is not a
piece of fruit." And again Tennyson: "How dull it is to
pause, to make an end, to rust unburnish'd, not to shine
in use! As tho' to breathe were life!"
What can life legitimately keep asking of us — and we
of ourselves and of life — when there's no real demand
that we obey the morning alarm clock, when kids (and
even grandkids) are old enough to resist intrusion, however well-intentioned, when the carcass itself sends weary messages? I've learned a thing or two because I've
seen a thing or two, so, here, for you as well as for me,
are my prayers and resolutions for the New Year:

1. Help me not merely to survive but to thrive with
dignity, verve and joy.
2. Make me contagious with all the aliveness I have
left in me.
3. Encourage me to be more readily forgiving, not just
of others but myself.
4. Firm up my patience with imperfection now that it's
more difficult to avoid.
5. Make me both prudent and patient in yielding lest I
become an amiable pushover.
6. Remind me that my caregivers have bad days, too.
7. Allow me a reasoned opinion without becoming
opinion-bound.
8. Sensitize me to the signals that say it's OK to ask,
"How's it goin'?"
9. Keep me aware that, if I forget all this, I waste a lot
of learning.
10. Remind me you had a reason to create things that
eventually wear out.
Just to sit and be makes a no one of me
When the gods make the winds blow fair.
And it matters not if I find the spot.
In the going, I'm already there.
[Jesuit Fr. William J. O'Malley still gets letters from people
who remember him as the kindly priest at the end of "The Exorcist" who made Linda Blair smile. He will always be remembered and loved by thousands of young people he taught for
more than 60 years. He is now retired and living at the Jesuit
home for old superheroes at Fordham University.]

Board: Vicki Sullivan, vickisullivan@comcast.net, (650) 327-5339
Bulletin: Kay Williams (Jan. 7 & 28) kaywill@pacbell.net
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Liturgy: John Arnold, 325-1421, jsaoso@comcast.net
Sally Benson, 408-972-5843, sallymbenson@gmail.com
Membership: Kay Williams, 650-270-4188, kaywill@pacbell.net
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