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Readings This week: 

Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40 

Romans 8:14-17 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Psalm Blessed the people the Lord has chosen, chosen to be his own (Psalm 33) 

Today 
Today’s presider is Fr. Jack Izzo. 

The Thomas Merton Center community worships and celebrates Sunday liturgy each 

week at the regularly scheduled 8:45 am parish Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas Church.  

Members of the Thomas Merton community plan these liturgies in the spirit of Vatican 

II and its call to  “full, active and conscious participation “ in Catholic liturgical life. 

The Thomas Merton Center is supported by your donations.  If you choose to donate 

by check or cash, every Sunday there is a donation basket in the back of Church or by 

the coffeepot after Mass—or you can use the envelope in the bulletin the last Sunday 

of every month to mail your donation.  Please do not put your TMC donation in the 

collection baskets passed during Mass (these are for parish contributions only). 

From 
Thomas 
Merton 

The Thomas Merton Center for Catholic Spiritual Development, P.O. Box 60061, Palo Alto, California 

94306, was founded by a group of Roman Catholic lay persons in 1995, and incorporated in 1996, to offer 

Catholic liturgy; to augment, support and lead the development of ecumenical spirituality; and to foster new 

ways for Catholics and other Christians to develop a deeper spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ and, 

through him, with God.  From its Catholic roots, it seeks to join with members of other faiths, Christian and 

non-Christian, to support religious education and spiritual development. 

Calendar 

www.thomasmerton.org 

Next week: 

Exodus 24:3-8 

Hebrews 9:11-15 

Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

No meetings this week. 

There is in all visible things and invisible fecundity, a dimmed light, a meek nameless-

ness, a hidden wholeness.  This mysterious Unity and Integrity is Wisdom, the Mother 

of all, Natura naturans [creating nature].  There is in all things an inexhaustible sweet-

ness and purity, a silence that is a fount of action and joy.  It rises up in wordless gen-

tleness and flows out to me from the unseen roots of all created being, welcoming me 

tenderly, saluting me with indescribable humility.  This is at once my own being, my 

own nature, and the Gift of my Creator’s Thought and Art within me, speaking as 

Hagia Sophia, speaking as my sister, Wisdom. 

   —The Collected Poems of Thomas Merton 



A Thomas Merton Center envelope is included in the bulletin 

the last Sunday of each month.  Your donation makes possible 

our monthly contribution to St. Elizabeth Seton School; our 

spiritual education programs, weekly bulletin, and other publi-

cations; and hospitality after Mass and at other meetings.  We 

need your support—please be generous!   

COMMUNITY  NOTES  
N e w s  A n n o u n c e m e n t s  R e q u e s t s  

 

Strengthening the church at home: 

continued on page 4 

Tomorrow is Memorial Day: 

CYO Camp is a Catholic community set among 216 

acres of coastal redwoods where children of all religious 

backgrounds participate in youth-centered programming.  

It is a magical place where children ages 8-17 gain self-

confidence, discover the wonders of nature, and enjoy 

being young.  Activities include swimming, canoeing, 

hiking, archery, arts and crafts, outdoor liturgies, basket-

ball, talent shows, and campfires.  Programs are designed 

to give campers the opportunity to develop self-

confidence while making new friends and taking on new 

challenges. 

Can you help send a St. Elizabeth Seton student to CYO 

Camp?  The total cost for one child for a week is $825, 

but any contribution, big or small, will make a difference.  

If you can help, send checks payable to CYO Camp 

Scholarships with “St. Elizabeth Seton School students” 

on the memo line.  Mail to Nancy Gutierrez, Catholic 

Charities, 990 Eddy Street, San Francisco 94109.  

Save Saturday morning, June 9, from 9:30 until noon (or 

any portion thereof) to get your hands dirty in the St. 

Thomas Aquinas church garden beds.  Vicki Sullivan 

will be leading the troops to refresh the flowers and 

shrubs that surround our church.  There will be compost 

and mulch supplied, and we will be dead-heading, plant-

ing azaleas and hydrangeas rescued from the Easter altar, 

and general grooming.  Please come help! 

Garden grooming on June 9: 

From beliefnet.com.  We are honored to remember the many 

brave men and women who have given their lives throughout 

the history of our great nation—those who made the ultimate 

sacrifice to protect us from harm.  We salute all those now serv-

ing and we raise this prayer for their safety and blessing: 

On this Memorial Day, I am thankful for the sacrifice so 

many throughout our history have made, for the men and 

women who made the ultimate sacrifice and for their 

families who 

had to carry on 

without them. 

It is a sacrifice 

that is easy to 

forget.  For 

those who 

have it, free-

dom is like oxygen.  It’s something we just have.  Many 

will not understand just how precious either is until they 

are at risk of being taken away.  There are encroachments 

being made on our freedoms right now by those who 

think they know better.  This is a conversation for an-

other time.  Today I remember a sacrifice made and a 

debt I cannot repay.  Today I pray for the God of heaven 

to bless the families of those who have lost loved ones 

while serving our great nation.  I pray for Him to bless 

and comfort the walking wounded who are still with us, 

and bless their families as well.  It is also my prayer that 

we remember their sacrifice and the precious gift of free-

dom every day, not just once a year or when they are in 

danger of being taken away. 

Today there will be a second collection for Catholic 

Home Missions.  Home mission dio-

ceses are those in the U.S. that cannot 

provide basic pastoral services (Mass 

and the sacraments, religious education, 

and ministry training) without outside 

help.  Right now, more than 40% of 

dioceses in the United States are con-

sidered home missions. 

For more information about the Catholic Home Missions, 

visit www.usccb.org/home-missions. 

CYO camp: 

23rd annual meeting of TMC: 

Members of the Thomas Merton Center met last Sunday 

for a brunch and annual meeting chaired by outgoing 

TMC president Victoria Sullivan.  Other outgoing board 

members are Rosana Madrigal and 

Michael McMahon.  A quorum of 

the membership elected their re-

placements—Ann Akey, Eleanor 

Hansen, and Mary Seabury.  Ann is 

an environmental science teacher at 

Woodside High School and a mem-

ber of the STA Green Committee.  

Eleanor earned a biology degree 

from Stanford and has worked most recently as a tax ac-



COMMUNITY  FORUM  
I d e a s   O p i n i o n s   R e f l e c t i o n s   C o n c e r n s  

Fr. Jack Izzo’s letter: 

Dear members of the Thomas Merton Community,  

As some of you know, I will be leaving the Bay Area in 

mid-August to join the Jesuit Community at Gonzaga U. 

in Spokane and so I am writing this short note to let eve-

ryone know what I will be doing and why. 

First, however, please let me say thank you.  Thank you 

for welcoming me, accepting me, befriending me and 

helping support my ministry and myself. 

I see you all as friends and, as with 

friends, I will miss you. 

A year a half ago I asked my provincial 

if I might move to a community more 

engaged in intellectual and academic 

work than where I have been living, in 

Oakland, since retiring from high school 

work three years ago.  He told me that the Jesuits West 

Province was, at that time, starting a new community at 

Gonzaga U. which may suit my needs but, since this was 

a new venture and he was going out of office, he sug-

gested I speak with his replacement.  I spoke with the 

new provincial in November, 2017 and he approved the 

idea.  Since then I have visited Gonzaga and met the local 

superior and members of the new community, and this 

confirmed our hope that this would be a good community 

for me to join.  For practical reasons, we decided to put 

the move off until the summer of 2018 and that is where 

we are. 

As always, in good situations, I will go with mixed feel-

ings; sorry to leave familiar smiles and comfortable 

places but looking forward with anticipation and hope to 

better opportunities for carrying on my work, taking ad-

vantage of a university’s research facilities, and joining a 

wonderful group of men.  I will be joining two former 

superiors and a former teacher among several friends, 

—The blessing of liturgical ministers last Sunday.  Thanks to Nicole Sault for our Pentecost photo 

academicians, researchers and writers.  In addition to being a 

strong intellectual community this is also a vibrant spiritual 

community.  Further, in addition to my primary work, re-

searching and writing about the early life of St. Ignatius and 

his times, I will have more opportunities for spiritual minis-

try than I have had in the Bay Area.  

In spite of these factors, you, Thomas Merton Community, 

will all play lively in my heart and my memory as I move 

and take up work in my new home.  Being with you, 

monthly or so, has been a wonderful, loving, energizing, and 

spiritually enriching experience.  I have come to know many 

of you well and think of you as good friends.  Please keep 

me in your hearts and prayers as I will for you. 

  Sincerely in Christ, Jack Izzo, SJ 

By Mary Ann McGivern a sister of Loretto, at ncronline.org. 

A few years back I gave myself permission to get angry at 

other drivers.  I allowed myself to call them names and take 

personal offense at their bad behavior.  A friend had often 

urged driving with forgiveness and, on a dark and rainy night 

when I shocked myself at how mad I was at some unknown 

and seemingly very confused person, I resolved to withdraw 

that permission to myself to rage and fume.  Not so easily 

done. . . .So the other day, I was driving with Roberta, the 

sister I live with, on an ordinary broad street in St. Louis 

when a car whizzed up from behind, passed us on the right, 

cut in front, veered into the left lane and cut in front of yet 

another car, the one in front of us in the middle lane.  “Shock 

and awe,” Roberta said.  We laughed and laughed.  “Shock 

and awe” is a bit of a prayer, not exactly forgiving but lifting 

one’s heart and mind above the mundane. . . .So now I not 

only forgive.  I laugh, expressing a little reckless hope that 

we all will be able to survive ourselves. 

Replacing rage with holy laughter: 



Newsletter submissions must be e-mailed or phoned by Thurs-

day, 9:00 pm.  For Kay, e-mail kaywill@pacbell.net or phone 

(650) 328-2781; for Michelle, e-mail myhogan@comcast.net or 

phone (650) 468-3386. 

Please remember in your prayers this week:  Denise Alongi, 
George Bouchey, Tom Carmody, George Chippendale, Sr. Fran 
Ciluaga, Mary Connors, Ken Dias, Fr. Thierry Geris, Deonna Gill, 
Emily Gill, Joanne Hasegawa, Dick Jackman, Michael Kiriti, Hunter 
Kubit, Fr. Lavagetto’s mother, Deacon Ysidro and Dolores Madri-
gal, Mary Rose McGuire, Maureen Mooney, Hayden Pastorini, Paul 
Prochaska, Anne Rush, Priya Smith, Bernice Sullivan, Jean Vistica, 
Dolores Walsh, Kay Williams, and T.J. Wooten. 

Fr. Giguere on narrow doors: 

Blessing for Fr. Jack Izzo, SJ 

Ever Loving God, Bless our brother, Father Jack Izzo, 

And confer upon him the gifts of Your Spirit. 

May he continue to be nourished and strengthened  

by Your grace 

To use his talents and gifts to accomplish Your will. 

Grant him Your protection and health of mind and body. 

May he always feel the love and blessings  

we offer him today  

as he leaves for his new assignment at Gonzaga. 

May Your loving kindness be ever with him.   

Amen. 

23rd annual meeting, continued: 

countant.  Mary is a CPA and finance professional who is 

also on the parish Finance Advisory Committee.  Wel-

come to the incoming board members, and many thanks 

for your service to those who are outgoing! 

Committee Reports were given on the TMC website, 

Membership, Finances, Liturgy, “Speak Out,” Spiritual 

Education, and the Site Committee.  Some of the main 

points were the need to address the fact that we are an 

aging community; the work of “Speak Out” on the death 

penalty, immigration, and women’s roles in the church; 

efforts to facilitate communication among the different 

Mass communities at TMC; and a report on the repair of 

the front steps (for which bids are out).  It was also re-

ported that the TMC coffers have a current balance of 

$66,000, thanks to a generous bequest of $9,700 from 

Susan Thomas (the 2017 balance was a little over 

$44,000).  The center presently has 128 members, down 

from 149 last year, but contributions have been up 

slightly because the Christmas appeal started earlier last 

year. 

Community Forum topics followed.  Barbara Kent 

spoke about the annual Adopt-a-Family effort and the 

library at Seton School (currently in boxes); and Terry 

McCaffrey spoke about his Anti-Death Penalty effort.  

There were no reports regarding the St. Vincent de Paul 

food collection, scholarships for Hidden Villa, and the 

Hotel de Zink. 

A segment on Open Comments followed.  Dick Placone 

asked us to consider writing the Palo Alto City Council, 

encouraging them to find a way to express compassion 

for the people living in trailers in Palo Alto, many of 

them on El Camino Real.  Many of these people work 

here in low-income jobs, and he would like to see the 

council find and build restrooms on an empty lot where 

they could park.  He said you can write an e-mail to 

city.council.cityofpaloalto.org. 

Margo McAuliffe spoke about Kenya Help, said that Fr. 

Kiriti will be visiting in October.  Terry Atkinson spoke 

about the Ecumenical Hunger Project, to which we send 

$120 quarterly, to St. Francis in East Palo Alto.  Anna 

Jaklitsch said that the International Merton Society is 

planning an academic conference in June 2019 at Santa 

Clara University, and she would like to see us involved in 

some way. 

Maureen Locke has passed this along, titled “Thoughts from 

Rev. Robert Giguere on the narrowness of the Church doors 

today.”  It consists of excerpts from a sermon delivered at St. 

Ann’s by this dear old friend on November 9, 1986: 

“It all comes from not making doors big enough,” said 

Pooh as he found himself wedged in Rabbit’s hutch 

door.”. . . 

Church doors have often been narrow, cut down by the 

ideas of legalists, overzealous, over-righteous Christians.  

We need to ask ourselves how wide is this door of ours?  

If it is not wide enough, there is no vision, no dance, no 

true humanism. . . .I wonder whether Jesus could get in 

His own church today! 

How catholic is this Roman Catholic church?  The early 

Greek fathers of the Church were very excited about it 

being “catholic,”. .embracing all our human brothrs and 

sisters, . .no matter their ancestry or former religion or 

lifestyle.  St. Paul said there would be no more male or 

female, no more Jew or Greek, no more slave or master 

in this new church established by Christ Jesus.  It was a 

church called catholic with a small “c.” 

Now, we can lament over what the Roman Catholic 

church is not, or we can come together and make it what 

it can be.  Prophetic anger and protest at narrowing these 

doors is justifiable and necessary.  But if the dream is to 

be made real, it must start in deep spirituality, . .a revolu-

tion of prayer to get in touch with our Source of love.  

Revolution may start in politics but is must end in mysti-

cism.  Narrow doors and hearts restrict the vision of 

church.  We must keep faith and pray for the Lord to 

touch us so that we can reach out to others in understand-

ing and compassion. . .to make this a church that is truly 

catholic with a small “c.” 


