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DON’T FORGET TO

We DO have a lot to celebrate! Not only our CLASS of 2020 graduating from St. 
Elizabeth Seton School, but also our high school and college graduates too. And this year 
one of our alums, Alexia, has been accepted to Stanford University and will start this 
Fall! Congratulations to Alexia! We’re very proud of her and of all our graduates. Their 
continual hard work and perseverance has made a differnce!

We do our utmost to support and track 
academic progress through to our alumni 
college graduation. This year we’re proud to 
showcase so many of them who have done 
exceptionally well. Knowing the challenges 
that many have faced, it’s now rewarding 
to see their personal growth; strong values, 
sense of well-being and confidence blossom. 
Working towards their full potential - our 
school’s mission is being met. With our 

holistic approach to education, our children receive a well-rounded and balanced 
education in a safe and nurturing environment - a proven and successful model. We 
are grateful to the Daughters of Charity, our school sponsors, local churches and 
community that all help to finance the education of each student. Also, we are grateful 
to our teachers and staff who not only set the standards, but take time to develop lasting 
relationships with many of our Seton Graduates. Yes, we have much to celebrate as we 
begin this new academic year. We plan to guide our children through their best year yet!

Alexia - Sacred Heart School, Jocelyn - St. Francis High, Angelica -Tennyson High, Denise- Sacred Heart School, 

Katherine - Summit High, Neil - Bellarmine, Samuel - St. Francis High, Ricardo - Apex High, North Carolina, 

Rodrigo - St. Francis High.

MATCHING FUNDS 
DOUBLE YOUR GIFT

Your company may offer a 
Matching Fund Program

(Contact your Human Resources Dept. 
to see if your company participates.)

https://www.facebook.com/stseton

GOLF MONDAY, MAY 10TH, 2021

SETON SCRAMBLE FOR STUDENTS

SAVE THE DATE

ANNIVERSARY

UPCOMING EVENTS

Support 
St. Elizabeth Seton 

Catholic School
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, 

Amazon donates

of our students graduated from 
St. Elizabeth Seton School

100%

placed in great High Schools
100%

of our 2016 students graduated from High School
97%

of our 2020 High School Graduates are off to college
80%

CONGRATULATIONs CONGRATULATIONs  ALEXIA   ALEXIA  
From Seton School  From Seton School  
to to Stanford COLLEGE!Stanford COLLEGE!  
LOTS TO CELEBRATELOTS TO CELEBRATE
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Distance Learning – It’s Distance But Not Distant!

The Zoom platform, new Apps, classroom projectors and Smart Board capabilities 
allow the lesson plans to be as engaging as possible. Although challenging, using 
the virtual platform allows more student focus and less classroom distractions. 
With the ability to divide the class into smaller “breakout rooms” the teacher 
has an opportunity to work with small groups. Interactive whiteboards can be 
shared between student and teacher, chat options allow for real-time questions 
and clarification, and a Zoom polling option gives an immediate response to how 
many understand a new concept being taught. Most assignments are set, graded and 
returned online in a seamless fashion, and the performance of each child can still be 
monitored in real-time to highlight if there’s a need for any additional instruction. 
Distance Learning does not replace the advantages of teaching from the traditional 
classroom setting, but during COVID-19 we’re blessed to have technology on hand 
and teachers willing to adapt to whatever the needs are!

Counselors are also available two days a week for our children and their families. Volunteer tutors continue to work virtually 
with individual students to encourage and supplement where needed.

We continue to provide food to all families whose children 
are eligible for Free and Reduced breakfast and lunch. 
Our Food Program coordinator created a plan with the 
cafeteria staff, and they are packaging and distributing 
food to families three days per week using a drive-thru 
pickup process to keep everyone safe. 

Our Families Come First!

“Teaching daily from a virtual platform requires a whole new approach to teaching. It’s challenging but 
still very effective.”   –– Ms. Garcia, Seton Teacher

“It’s really hard work, especially with the youngest child in the family. They need a lot of help finding the 
right book, page number and program for each class. So much screen time is exhausting too!”  
 ––  Ms. Rodriquez, Seton Parent

“Sometimes when the internet cuts out, I miss part of a lesson. I worry that I might be behind the other 
students in my class. I miss my friends.”     –– Julie, 7th Grade Student

Food Drive-Through - Support Where Needed Most!

Staff package and distribute breakfast and lunch to families.

6th Grade teacher Zooms from the classroom daily.
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Pre-K is open with all the necessary Santa Clara County requirements in place! Our New Seton Saints 
are happy and not phased by teachers and staff wearing masks all day. They have a full day of learning 
including socializing and helping with daily classroom tasks. There’s a light monitor, line leader, door and 
calendar helper, but most popular is taking care of Milkyway and Marshmallow, the classroom Guinea 
pigs. Scheduled afternoon naps provide a welcomed respite. The transition from home to school has gone 
remarkably well!   

Our Pre-K in OPEN - There’s So Much Joy in the Room!

“It’s so much fun here!”      –– Omar, Pre-K

“Usually it takes a few weeks for our new students to adjust to their new 
environment and a full day of Pre-K. This year the children felt comfortable right 
away …and that’s with teachers wearing masks all day too!”  

–– Ms. Surita, Director of Pre-K

Seton School was blessed to receive COVID Relief Funds from PACF when it was needed most. We purchased Grocery Gift 
Cards to help our families, and also alleviated outstanding family school balances for the food program and extended care 
received during the school year. In addition, a 2020 Grant was awarded for a YMCA program that we planned to continue 
after school, but the board generously gave permission for those funds to be used where most needed. How very thoughtful and 
generous to assist with our family’s immediate needs!  We are very grateful!

Thank you! School supplies, headsets, backpacks and 
financial donations from First Lutheran Church, St. 
Thomas Aquinas Parish, and our local community gave 
our students a great start to the year. Once our children 
are allowed to return to the classroom, they will not be 
allowed to share supplies due to COVID-19 … so we 
now have some extras on hand, as we KNOW they will 
be needed!

Classroom Supplies – You Came Through for Us Again!

Donations from First Lutheran Church of Palo Alto.

We still have a few openings in Pre-K!  
(Funds are available for tuition assistance for Pre-K 
students.  If you know of someone who can benefit 
from our program, please have them contact the 
school - (650)326-9004.)

Our New Pre-K Seton Saints.

COVID Relief for our Families & Grant Awarded by 
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Dear Seton Supporters,

I’m happy to share with you that our teachers are back to school and providing Distance 
Learning for our students! We were quickly thrust into this new method of teaching remotely 
in March, with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Due to the support of the Daughters of 
Charity, we were able to keep everyone employed in the spring. Those three initial months in 
Distance Learning made it possible for the faculty to utilize a variety of educational apps and 
make learning fully accessible to the children. Due to the fact that we have a 1:1 iPad program, 
this transition to teaching via the Zoom platform went very smoothly. Thank you to the many donors who have supported our 
technology program over the past nine years.  We would not have been able to accomplish this so seamlessly, without your 
generosity.

I spent the summer months preparing for both Distance Learning and creating a reopening plan for the possible return of 
students, with important safety protocols in place. The teachers and staff returned to the school building on August 3rd to get 

their classrooms ready, and to begin preparations for remote learning. 

Our school year began with a virtual Convocation Mass presided by the 
Bishop Oscar Cantú for the diocesan schools. Our first day of school was 
August 19th. Currently, every grade has a weekly schedule that includes 
a strong academic curriculum including religion, and we have additional 
teachers providing P.E. for all grades, Music for Grades Pre-K thru 5th and 
Art for Grades 4th – 8th. Our teacher aides in Grades K-3 are providing 
daily assistance to the students as well.  

Additionally, we have an all school virtual assembly every Wednesday morning. Parents, staff and students can participate. 
I introduced our school theme at our last assembly – Liberty and Justice For All – with special emphasis on The Pledge 
of Allegiance.  Communication has been important during this time, to share information and surveys with the school 
community, and to keep spirits up!  

The state has permitted preschools to remain open, so we currently are accommodating nine Little Saints preschoolers in 
person, and two in Distance Learning from home. We have incorporated social distancing and safety protocols. The children 
have adjusted very well to our preschool, and it’s wonderful to have them on our campus!

Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, our enrollment has dropped by 34 students. Some of our families have moved out of 
the area, and others have enrolled in public schools for Distance Learning. This will impact the school budget however long 
this pandemic continues. We pray for an end to this health crisis in our country and the burden it has placed on our school 
families. We are optimistic that our enrollment will increase once the pandemic is over.

Thank you for your continued support of our school. It truly impacts the opportunities that we can provide for the children.

Ms. Evelyn M. Rosa

Principal   

American flag was a gift from Senator Diane 
Feinstein in 2008. It flew over the Capitol building.

Bishop Cantu Celebrates a School Mass.

Principal’s Corner
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Although our 2020 Seton Scramble for Students was cancelled due to COVID-19, we  
had an overwhelming response from all those who planned to attend.  Golfers donated 
fees, sponsors gave their usual support and three generous sponsors together provided a 
$30,000 matching fund to help generate much needed funds for the school. We  
EXCEEDED our goal and generated the highest income from the Seton Scramble to 
date - $98,325 – Outstanding! 

This incredible outpouring of community support warmed all of our hearts! These 
funds helped us to fill an unanticipated year-end financial gap generated due to 
COVID-19. Now we can start the NEW 2020-21 Academic Year in a much 
stronger financial position. We wouldn’t be able to do this without your help!

2020 Seton Scramble for Students - Cancelled But You Saved the Day! 

Save-the Date: 
25th Annual Seton Scramble for Students

 Monday, May 10th, 2021

COVID-19: The Impact and Our Response 
Like so many others, we had to make some difficult decisions and changes at the school 
too. With enrollment down by 12% this year, there’s an immediate impact on our planned 
operating budget for the 2020-21 school. To facilitate in the short term, we unfortunately 
eliminated a teaching position and have reduced several of our staff ’s hours to half-time. 
With only the Pre-K children on our school campus for now, their work load has been 
reduced. We have reconfigured classrooms, added hand sanitizer stations, purchased 
over 2000 masks to have on-hand for students, as well as Distancing Decals for the floors 
throughout the school in preparation for re-opening, once the county allows us to return.

With $100,000 We Can Replace Our Unsafe Structures
Our outside eating and gathering area behind the school is unsafe and has become unstable. Several short-term fixes over the years 
sufficed, but now the structure is in need of replacement.  It is old and rusted, and in some 
areas not securely clamped to the blacktop. The tarp covering is torn and worn in many 
areas - a result of much weathering over the years.

Right now, there are NO children on campus, so we can safely complete the work without 
concern.  We need $100,000 to complete this project.  This area is generally used for 
receses, eating lunch and completing homework after school.   However, with COVID-19 
we will  need this outside area as an extension of the classroom to comply with distancing 
requirements.  It needs to be safe!

Roger Smith Comes With A Generous $50,000 Matching Fund!
Roger will match all donations up to a total of $50,000 ... BUT we ONLY have until Friday, October 30th to match it!

Welcoming Committee 2019 Seton Scramble.

School adheres to County safety protocol.

Roger Smith supports replacing the lunch area 
shade structure. 

“ Let’s help to get these children back into class 

safely. The replacement structure is needed to meet 

safe distancing requirements”. –– Roger Smith

Your donation will be DOUBLED before the 
end of the month. .....  and the clock has already started!

With $2,500 from 20 donors we get the full $100,000 
With $1,000 from 50 donors we get the full $100,000 
With $500 from 100 donors we get the full $100,000 
As always, we are most grateful for everyone’s 
support!We recently added an online donation option.  
Go to http://www.setonpaloalto.org

Fall Seton School Appeal



Giving Opportunities

Sponsor a Student

School Food Program

Planned Giving 

Volunteer Opportunities

Tutor via Zoom

Record a story

Video a craft/skill to share

More Ways You Can Help
Empowering Our Children 
to Reach their Full Potential

Seton Development Office 
Tel: (650) 326-1258 
Email: development@setonpaloalto.org

Principal: Evelyn M. Rosa 
Vice Principal: Ellen Maguire 
Office Manager: Theresa Barragan
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Seton School Development Committee: 
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Carmel Caligaris
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Tel: (650) 326-9004 
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Carolyn Brennan 
Lorraine Dabney 
Mark Dellamano 

Whitney Denson 
Barbara Kent  
Eliane Neukermans 

Mary Ratner 
Roger Smith
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